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the flow of their contents, or prove themselves
unworthy of it by discovering improbabilities that
must beget disbelief. It is the province of reason
by the ct priori process to pronounce in the mat-
ter. But afterwards, to make herself sure, she
enters another field of investigation wholly out-
side of this, and finds a vast amount of circum-
stantial, collateral, corroborative testimony, either
for or against it, which it is the province of the
h posteriori method to collect. By these two pro-
cesses in any investigation, the mind arrives at
the moral certainty of discovered truth felt to be
just as real as the reason itself; for if reasoning^
not reliable for securing moral certainty of truth
to reason, then it can answer no purpose beyond
that of blind instinct. Let any young man of
good common-sense, but ignorant of history, sit
down to the perusal of the lives of Napoleon and
of Washington; he finds in them many startling
or extraordinary facts, yet possible, probable, all
converging to the proof of these great men
having been at the helm of great events. His
reason a priori yields to the balance of argument
against doubts. But to make sure of the truth
as related in his volumes, he goes outside of them
to other sources, and by the a posteriori method
gathers a variety of testimony circumstantial, col-
lateral, and corroborative in the current history
of France and of the American Union running
from their days down to his own. Must he not,
then, by the laws of mind become as sure of the
existence and influence of these men as of his
own ? Who can doubt it ? Nor will these facts